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HOLY SPIRIT CONVICTION

Last week, Mr. Smith was irrelig-
ious and unconcerned. But this
week, he begins to contemplate his
sinful state. Ashe remembers many
of the bad things he has done in his
life, he becomes very disturbed and
despondent. He feels guilty not
only for the things he has done but
for what he continues to do. He
sees himself as a wicked person. He
realizes that he deserves to go to
hell because of his wickedness. He
resolves to change into a good
person who deserves to go to heaven
by giving up his bad things and
starting to do good things. But try
as he might, he cannot give up his
bad things and start to do good
things. He realizes he has no power
to change. Thus, not only does he
know he has done bad things in the
past, he knows that he will continue
to do bad things. His despondence
turns to all-out despair. He cannot
eat or sleep. His sins are disgusting
to him as are the sins of others, but
he knows no remedy for the situa-
tion. He finds no relief for his soul
and does not know what to do.

What would many religionists
who come in the name of Christian-
ity say about Mr. Smith? They
would say that Mr. Smith’s experi-
ence is evidence that he is under
“Holy Spirit conviction” (or “Holy
Ghost conviction”). This is espec-
ially true of the Puritans and other
“experiential” (or “experimental’’)
Calvinists. Some would say that
this is the Holy Spirit’s way of pre-

aring the heart to receive salvation
?like we saw in “Pernicious Puritan
Preparationism” in the last issue),
but many who deny preparationism
would nevertheless say that Mr.
Smith is under the conviction of the
Holy Spirit. Some would say that
the Holy Spirit is working in Mr.
Smith, while others would say that
the Holy Spirit is working on Mr.
Smith. No matter what form it
comes in, it is heresy. In this
article, we will examine true vs.

false Holy Spirit conviction.

False Holy Spirit conviction con-
sists of three main heresies. (For
examples of these heresies, see the
review of William S. Plumer’s Vital
Godliness in this issue as well as the
article “Pernicious Puritan Prepara-
tionism” in the last issue.) The first
heresy is that when a person is
under so-called “Holy Spirit convic-
tion” prior to regeneration, that
person is actually thinking and do-
ing things that are good and pleas-
ing to God. This 1s the heresy of
partial depravity. Words such as
“illumination” and “awakening”
are often used when the heretics
speak of the first work of the Holy
Spirit. Instead of being totally spiri-
tually dead, people under “Holy
Spirit conviction” have a glimmer
o¥ life or wakefulness that makes
them different than those who have
not been “illuminated” or “awa-
kened.” These partially depraved
people can actually discern some
truths, are interested in religion and
even pray and do “good works,”’ but
they do not believe the gospel.
Some go further and are actually
disturbed about their sin and their
sinfulness, even leading to deep de-
lﬁression and somatic symptoms

ecause they cannot find the remedy
to their sinful state. Even though
these people remain unregenerate,
their interest in truth and their
prayers and piety and sorrow over
sin are pleasing to God, as they are
wrought by the Holy Spirit. Some
heretics even go so far as to say that,
in this enlightened state, those
under pre-regeneration ‘“Holy Spirit
conviction” are not totally self-righ-
teous.

This leads to the second heresy of
false Holy Spirit conviction, which
is that the Holy Spirit’s operations
lead people to bring forth dead
works and fruit unto death. The
false Holy Spirit conviction heretics
would not admit this, because they
believe that whatever the Holy

Spirit works in the unregenerate
sinner is pleasing to God. These
heretics love to talk about the
experiences of themselves and oth-
ers while they were under pre-
regeneration ‘“Holy Spirit convic-
tion.” But in addition to talking
about their pre-regeneration interest
in truth, prayers, piety, and sorrow
over sin (all of which are abomina-
tions to God and dead works and
fruit unto death when they are per-
formed by an unregenerate person),
they will inevitably talk about a
Isyeriod of time during their “Holy
pirit conviction” in which the

were trying to go about to establis
their own righteousness. Realizing
they were practicing wickedness,
they were convicted of sin and were
ignorant of the remedy, so they
tried to get relief by resolving to
change their character and conduct.
They would say that the Holy S{)irit,
when convicting a person, leads
that person, at least temporarily, to
legalistic thoughts of salvation by
works and to hopelessness and de-
spair due to ignorance of the only
ground of salvation.

The third heresy is that this is a
gracious operation of the Holy Spir-
it that can be resisted by the sinner;
thus, not all who are under Holy
Spirit conviction will actually be
saved. This is so close to the “pre-
venient grace” of the Arminians
and Roman Catholics that it is
almost indistinguishable. In this
heresy, there is a period of time in
which the Holy Spirit “woos” and
“strives with” and “draws” the
sinner, and the sinner must yield to
the Holy Spirit’s work during this
finite period of time. If the sinner
resists the Holy Spirit’s work by re-
bellion or negligence or some other
way, then the Holy Spirit with-
draws, and the sinner is “left to
himself.”

As in all matters pertaining to life
and godliness (2 Peter 1:3), we who
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are God’s people turn to God’s
‘Word for our doctrine, “letfting] God
be true, and every man a liar” (Romans
3:4). We will take our doctrine of
the work of the Holy Spirit from
God’s inspired, infallible Word
rather than from the corrupt opin-
ions of men. What does God’s
Word say about the work of the
Holy Spirit? (The scope will be
limited to the ordinary perpetual
work of the Holy Spirit rather than
the extraordinary work of the Holy
Spirit that has now ceased.)

The Holy Spirit regenerates. “Je-
sus answered, Truly, truly, I say to you,
If one is not generated out of water and
Spirit, he is not able to enter into the
kingdom of God. That having been gen-
erated out of the flesh is flesh, and that
having been generated out of the Spirit
is spirit. Do not wonder because I said
to you, You must be generated from
above. The Spirit breathes where He de-
sires, and you hear His voice; but you do
not know from where He comes, and
where He goes; so is everyone having
been generated from the Spirit” (John
3:5-8). “It is the Spirit that gives life.
The flesh does not profit, nothing! The
Words which I speak to you are spirit
and are life” (John 6:63). “For the let-
ter kills, but the Spirit makes alive” (2
Corinthians 3:6b). “But when the kind-
ness and love of God our Savior toward
man appeared, not by works in righ-
teousness which we had done, but ac-
cording to His mercy, He saved us
through [the] washing of regeneration
and renewal of [the] Holy Spirit, whom
He poured out on us richly through Je-
sus Christ, our Savior; that being justi-
fied by His grace, we should become
heirs according to [the] hope of eternal
life” (Titus 3:4-7). “And Ishall put My
Spirit within you, and you shall live”
(Ezekiel 37:14a). The Holy Spirit is
called “the Spirit of life” (Romans 8:2).

The Holy Spirit sanctifies. “And
some [of you] were these things, but you
were washed, but you were sanctified,
but you were justified in the name of the
Lord Jesus, and in the Spirit of our
God” (1 Corinthians 6:11). “But we
ought to thank God always concerning
you, brothers, beloved by the Lord, be-
cause God chose you from the beginning
to salvation in sanctification of [the]
Spirit and belief of [the] truth, to which
He called you through our gospel, to 0b-
tain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ”

(2 Thessalonians 2:13-14).
The Holy Spirit gives freedom.

The Holy Spirit gives love, peace,
joy, and hope. “And the hope does not

“For the Law of the Spirit of life in
Christ Jesus set me(ﬁ'ee Sfrom the law of
sin and of death” (Romans 8:2). “And
the Lord [is] the Spirit; and where the
Spirit of [the] Lord [is], there [is] free-
dom” (2 Corinthians 3:17). “But if you
are led by [the] Spirit, you are not under
Law?” (Galatians 5:18).

The Holy Spirit gives belief of the
truth of the gospel. “But you know
Him, for He abides with you and shall
be in you. ... He shall teach you all
things and shall remind you [of] all
things that I said to you” (John 14:17b,
26b). “And when the Comforter comes,
whom I will send to you from the Fa-
ther, the Spirit of Truth who proceeds
from the Father, that One will witness
concerning Me” (John 15:26). “But
when that One comes, the Spirit of
Truth, He will guide you into all
Truth” (John 16:13a). “For we are the
circumcision, the ones who worship by
the Spirit of God, and who glory in
Christ Jesus, and who do not trust in
flesh” (Philippians 3:3).“But we ought
to thank God always concerning you,
brothers, beloved by the Lord, because
God chose you from the beginning to
salvation in sanctification of [the] Spirit
and belief of [the] truth, to which He
called you through our gospel, to obtain
the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ” (2
Thessalonians 2:13-14). “And the Spirit
is the [One] witnessing, because the
Spirit is the truth” (1 John 5:6b).

The Holy Spirit speaks of and
glorifies Christ. “And when the Com-
Jforter comes, whom I will send to you
from the Father, the Spirit of Truth who
proceeds from the Father, that One will
witness concerning Me” (John 15:26).
“But when that One comes, the Spirit of
Truth, He will guide you into all Truth,
Jfor He will not speak from Himself, but
whatever He hears, He will speak; and
He will announce the coming things to
you. That One will glorify Me, for He
will receive from Mine and will an-
nounce to you” (John 16:13-14). “If
you are reviled in [the] name of Christ,
[you are] blessed, because the Spirit of
God and of glory rests on you. Truly,
according to them, He is blasphemed;
but according to you, He is glorified” (1
Peter 4:14).

The Holy Spirit gives access to the
Father. “And likewise the Spirit also
joins in to help our weaknesses. For we
do not know what we should pray as we
ought, but the Spirit Himself intercedes
on our behalf with groanings that can-
not be uttered” (Romans 8:26). “For
through Him we both have access by one
Spirit to the Father” (Ephesians 2:18).

put [us] to shame, because the love of
God has been poured out in our hearts
through [the] Holy Spirit given to us”
(Romans 5:5). For the kingdom of God
is not eating and drinking, but righ-
teousness and peace and joy in [the]
Holy Spirit” (Romans 14:17). “And
may the God of hope fill you with all
foy and peace in believing, for you to
abound in hope, in power of [the] Holy
Spirit” (Romans 15:13). “But I exhort
you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ,
and by the love of the Spirit, to strive
together with me in [your| prayers to
God on my behalf”’ (Romans 15:30).
The Holy Spirit is called “the Com-
Sforter” (John 14:16,26; 15:26).

The Holy Spirit_causes people to
confess the true gospel and keeps
people from confessing a false gos-
pel. “Because of this I make known to
you that no one speaking by [the] Spirit
of God says, Jesus [is] a curse. And no
one is able to say Jesus [is] Lord, except
by [the] Holy Spirit” (1 Corinthians 12:
3). By this know the Spirit of God: every
spirit which confesses that Jesus Christ
has come in [the] flesh is from God” (1
John 4:2).

The Holy Spirit is a guarantee of
heaven. “And not only [so], but also
we ourselves having the firstfruit of the
Spirit, also we ourselves groan within
ourselves, eagerly expecting adoption,
the redemption of our body” (Romans
8:23). “For as many promises as [are]
of God, in Him [they are] yes, and in
Him [are] Amen, for glory to God
through us. But He confirming us and
anointing us with you in Christ [is]
God, even He having sealed us, and hav-
ing given the earnest of the Spirit in our
hearts” (2 Corinthians 1:20-22). “And
the One having worked in us for this
same thing [is] God, who also [is] giving
us the earnest of the Spirit” (2 Corin-
thians 5:5). “For we through [the] Spirit
eagerly wait for [the] hope of righteous-
ness out of faith” (Galatians 5:5). “in
whom also you, hearing the Word of
Truth, the gospel of your salvation, in
whom also believing you were sealed
with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is
an earnest of our inheritance, to [the]
redemption of the purchased possession,
to [the] praise of His glory” (Ephesians
1:13-14). “And do not grieve the Holy
Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed
to [the[ day of redemption” (Ephesians
4:30). “Guard the good Deposit [given]
through [the] Holy Spirit indwelling in
us” (2 Timothy 1:14).

The Holy Spirit gives assurance of
salvation. “For you did not receive a
spirit of slavery again to fear, but you
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received a Spirit of adoption by which
we cry, Abba! Father! The Spirit Him-
self witnesses with our spirit that we are
children of God” (Romans 8:15-16).
“And because you are sons, God sent
forth the Spirit of His Son into your
hearts, crying, Abba! Father!” (Gala-
tians 4:6). “And the [one] keeping His
commandments abides in Him, and He
in him. And by this we know that He
abides in us, by the Spirit which He gave
to us” (1 John 3:24). “By this we know
that we abide in Him, and He in us,
because of His Spirit He has given to us”
(1 John 4:13).

The Holy Spirit causes obedience.
“And I will put My Spirit within you
and cause you to walk in My statutes,
and you shall keep My judgments and
do [them]” (Ezekiel 36:27). “But the
fruit of the Spirit is: love, joy, peace,
long-suffering, kindness, goodness, faith,
meekness, self-control. Against such
things there is not a law. But the ones
belonging to Christ crucified the flesh
with its passions and lusts. If we live in
[the] Spirit, let us also walk in [the]
Spirit” (Galatians 5:18-25). For the
fruit of the Spirit [is] in all goodness and
righteousness and truth, proving what is
pleasing to the Lord” (Ephesians 5:9-
10). “that He may give you, according
to the riches of His glory, by [His] power
to become mighty in the inward man
through His Spirit, that through faith
Christ may dwell in your hearts, having
been rooted and founded in love” (Ephe-
sians 3:16-17).“Having purified your
souls in the obedience of the truth
through the Spirit to unpretended broth-
erly love, love one another fervently out
of a pure heart, being regenerated, not
by corruptible seed, but incorruptible,
through the living Word of God, and
remaining forever” (1 Peter 1:22-23).

The Holy Spirit joins people to the
true church. “For also we all were
baptized by one Spirit into one body,
whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves
or free, even all were given to drink into
one Spirit” (1 Corinthians 12:13). “So,
then, you are no longer strangers and
tenants, but [you are] fellow citizens of
the saints and [of the] family of God,
being built up on the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Him-
self being [the] cornerstone, in whom all
the building being fitted together grows
into a holy temple in [the] Lord, in
whom you also are being built together
into a dwelling place of God in [the]
Spirit”’ (Ephesians 2:19-22). “[There
is] one body and one Spirit, even as you
also were called in one hope of your
calling; one Lord, one faith, one bap-
tism” (Ephesians 4:4-5).

Compare these passages with the
story of Mr. Smith at the beginning
of this article. Has Mr. Smith been
regenerated? Has Mr. Smith been
sanctified? Does Mr. Smith have
freedom? Does Mr. Smith have
belief of the truth of the gospel of
Christ? Does Mr. Smith have access
to the Father? Does Mr. Smith
have love, peace, joy, hope, and
comfort? Does Mr. Smith confess
the true gospel? Does Mr. Smith
have a guarantee of heaven? Does
Mr. Smith have assurance of salva-
tion? Is Mr. Smith walking in obe-
dience? Has Mr. Smith been joined
to the true church?

The following are two of the most
comprehensive passages on the
work of the Holy Spirit and a com-
parison between those who have the
Spirit and those who do not. Asyou
read these passages, note what the
Holy Spirit does, what characterizes
those who are regenerate, and what
characterizes those who are unre-
generate:

“[There is] therefore now no condem-
nation to those in Christ Jesus, who do
not walk according to flesh, but accord-
ing to Spirit. For the Law of the Spirit
of life in Christ Jesus set me free from
the law of sin and of death. For the Law
[being] powerless, in that it was weak
through the flesh, God sending His own
Son in [the[ likeness of sinful flesh, and
concerning sin, condemned sin in the
flesh, so that the righteous demand of
the Law might be fulfilled in us, those
not walking according to flesh, but ac-
cording to Spirit. For the ones that are
according to flesh mind the things of the
flesh. And the ones according to Spirit
[mind] the things of the Spirit. For the
mind of the flesh [is] death, but the
mind of the Spirit [is] life and peace;
because the mind of the flesh [is] enmity
towards God; for it is not being sub-
fected to the Law of God, for neither can
it [be]. And those being in the flesh are
not able to please God. But you are not
in flesh, but in Spirit, since [the] Spirit
of God dwells in you. But if anyone has
not [the] Spirit of Christ, this one is not
His. But if Christ [is] in you, the body
indeed [is] dead because of sin, but the
Spirit [is] life because of righteousness.
But if the Spirit of the [One] having
raised Jesus from [the] dead dwells in
you, the [One] having raised the Christ
from [the] dead will also make your
mortal bodies live through the indwell-
ing of His Spirit in you. So, then, broth-
ers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to
live according to flesh, for if you live
according to flesh, you are going to die.

But if by [the] Spirit you put to death
the practices of the body, you will live.
For as many as are led by [the] Spirit of
God, these are sons of God. For you did
not recetve a spirit of slavery again to
fear, but you received a Spirit of adop-
tion by which we cry, Abba! Father!
The Spirit Himself witnesses with our
spirit that we are children of God”
(Romans 8:1-16).

“But God revealed [them] to us by His
Spirit, for the Spirit searches all things,
even the depths of God. For who among
men knows the things of a man, except
the spirit of a man within him? So also
no one has known the things of God
except the Spirit of God. But we have
not received the spirit of the world, but
the Spirit from God, so that we might
know the things that are freely given to
us by God. Which things we also speak,
not in words taught in human wisdom,
but in [Words] taught of the Holy Spir-
it, comparing spiritual things with spiri-
tual [things]. But a natural man does
not recetve the things of [the] Spirit of
God, for they are foolishness to him,
and he is not able to know [them], be-
cause they are spiritually discerned. But
the spiritual one discerns all things, but
he is discerned by no one. For who has
known [the] mind of [the] Lord? Who
will teach Him? But we have [the] mind
of Christ” (1 Corinthians 2:10-16).

Compare these two passages with
the story of Mr. Smith at the begin-
ning of this article. Has Mr. Smith
been set free from the law of sin and
of death? Does Mr. Smith have life
and peace? Is Mr. Smith’s mind
subjected to the Law of God? Is Mr.
Smith able to please God? Does
Mr. Smith have a spirit of slavery to
fear or a Spirit of adoption that wit-
nesses with his spirit that he is a
child of God? Does Mr. Smith
know the things of God? Is Mr.
Smith receiving the things of the
Spirit of God? Does Mr. Smith
discern the truth of God?

Where, then, do those who be-
lieve in pre-regeneration Holy Spirit
conviction get their ideas? In most
instances, it comes from their false
interpretation of John 16:8-11:
“And having come, that One will con-
vict the world concerning sin, and con-
cerning righteousness, and concerning
Judgment. Concerning sin, because they
do not believe into Me; and concerning
righteousness, because I am going to the
Father, and you no longer see Me; and
concerning judgment, because the ruler
of this world has been judged.” They
believe that at least the first convic-

(See Page 4: Holy Spirit)
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tion (concerning sin) is prior to re-
generation, and many believe that
all three convictions are prior to
regeneration. Let us examine this
passage in light of the rest of Scrip-
ture to see if their interpretation
holds up.

“Concerning sin, because they do not
believe into Me.” Does the Holy Spir-
it convict an unregenerate person of
sin? Let us again take the example
of Mr. Smith. When Mr. Smith
feels guilty for the things he has
done and continues to do, when he
sees himself as a wicked person and
realizes he deserves to go to hell,
when he knows that he will con-
tinue to do bad things, when he is
disgusted by his sin, is he being con-
victed by the Holy Spirit? As we
have seen in other passages, the
Holy Spirit is not a spirit of bondage
to fear but a Spirit of freedom. The
Holy Spirit is not a spirit of hope-
lessness and deslpl)air but a Spirit of
peace, joy, and hope. In addition,
the Holy Spirit does not cause a
person to look to himself for relief,
as Mr. Smith did for a period of
time. And the Holy Spirit does not
cause a person to be ignorant of the
only remedy, even for a second.
The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of
TRUTH. The Holy Spirit speaks of
and glorifies CHRIST. There is no
such monstrosity as a person who is
convicted by the Holy Spirit who is
ignorant of the truth of the gospel of
Jesus Christ.

Think of the passages mentioned
above that describe the unregener-
ate. The unregenerate walk accord-
ing to the flesh, mind the things of
the flesh, are in bondage to the law
of sin and death, are at enmity to-
wards God, are not and cannot be
subjected to the Law of God, are not
able to please God, and do not un-
derstand the things of the Spirit of
God because they are foolishness to
them. Here are some other passages
describing the unregenerate: “Jesus
answered and said to him, Truly, truly,
Isay to you, If one is not generated from
above, he is not able to see the kingdom
of God” (John 3:3). '"[There is| not
[one] understanding; [there is] not [one]
seeking God. ... and they did not know
a way of peace; there is no fear of God
before their eyes” (Romans 3:11,17-18).
“For I testify to them that they have zeal

to God, but not according to knowledge.
For being ignorant of the righteousness
of God, and seeking to establish their
own righteousness, they did not submit
to the righteousness of God” (Romans
10:2-3). “But also if our gospel is being
hidden, it has been hidden in those
being lost, in whom the god of this age
has blinded the thoughts of the unbeliev-
ing, [so that] the brightness of the gospel
of the glory of Christ who is the image of
God, [should] not dawn on them” (2
Corinthians 4:3-4). “having been dark-
ened in the intellect, being alienated
[from|] the life of God through the igno-
rance which is in them because of the
ha;‘dness of their heart” (Ephesians 4:
18).

The Holy Spirit does not convict
these blind men of their sin. There
is no Holy Spirit enlightenment to
their condition. They are not truly
seeking God. They only want relief
if it fits in with their self-righteous
notions. They remain dead, blind,
self-righteous, ignorant sinners.

What, then is true Holy Spirit
conviction of sin? Note again what
Jesus Christ said: “Concerning sin,
because they do not believe into Me.”
This is speaking of gospel repen-
tance. When the Holy Spirit regen-
erates someone, He immediately
convinces that person that all of his
former life and works were idolatry,
dead works, and fruit unto death,
because he did not believe in Jesus
Christ. The Holy Spirit causes that
person to renounce, eschew, cast
off, abhor, detest, and turn away
from belief in a false god, a false
christ, and a false gospel.

The second thing the Holy Spirit
convicts of is righteousness: “Con-
cerning righteousness, because I am go-
ing to the Father, and you no longer see
Me.” This is speaking of believing
the gospel. When the Holy Spirit
regenerates someone, He immedi-
ately convinces that person of the
truth of salvation by the atoning
blood and imputed righteousness of
Jesus Christ alone. The Holy Spirit
causes that person to embrace, love,
and cherish the true God, the true
Christ, and the true gospel. This
righteousness that Jesus Christ
speaks of is His own perfect righ-
teousness that is imputed to His
people by which they are counted
perfectly righteous in the eyes of
God’s law and justice. Whereas
before the Holy Spirit regenerated
them they were ignorant of the
righteousness of God, going about
to establish their own righteous-
ness, and not submitted to the righ-

teousness of God (Romans 10:3),
the Holy Spirit now convinces them
that “Christ [is] the end of Law for
righteousness to everyone that believes”
(Romans 10:4). They are free from
the law of sin and of death; they
have access to the Father; they have
love, peace, joy, and hope; and they
have certain assurance of their sal-
vation based on the righteousness of
Jesus Christ. Christ relates His
righteousness to His going to the
Father so He would no longer be
seen. This has to do with His resur-
rection and ascension. Christ’s res-
urrection and ascension is proofthat
God the Father was totally satisfied
with the work of Jesus Christ on
the cross. He was totally satisfied
because Jesus Christ accomplished
exactly what He set out to accom-
plish, which was the full salvation
of everyone whom He came to save.
Jesus Christ fully satisfied the de-
mands of God’s law and justice on
behalf of everyone for whom He
died. Had Jesus Christ not fully
accomplished salvation for everyone
for whom He died, He would not
have conquered death, and He
would have remained in the grave.
The reason Jesus Christ could not
be held by death is that He had to-
tally, absolutely defeated death in
fully atoning for the sins of His
people. If there is or will be even
one person for whom Christ died
who is suffering or will suffer the
second death, then death was not
defeated, and Jesus Christ was not
raised as the victor over death. To
truly believe and preach the resur-
rection and ascension is to believe
and preach the full, accomplished
atonement of Jesus Christ with
which God the Father was fully
satisfied that was effectual to save
everyone whom Christ represented.
God the Father exalted Jesus Christ
at His right hand as the Savior of
His pe0£le who made full purifica-
tion of their sins. There would have
been no resurrection and no exalta-
tion had there been even one person
for whom Christ died who would
end up in hell.

The third thing the Holy Spirit
convicts of is judgment: “Concerning
judgment, because the ruler of this
world has been judged.” This is speak-
ing of the authority that God the
Father has given to God the Son to
be the judge of the world at His
second coming, as evidenced by the
casting out of Satan: “Now is [the]
Judgment of this world; now the ruler of
this world shall be cast out. And I, if I
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be lifted up from the earth, I will draw
all to Myself. But He said this, signify-
ing by what kind [of] death He was
about to die” (John 12:31-33). “The
[one] practicing sin is of the devil, be-
cause the devil sins from [the] beginning.
For this the Son of God was revealed,
that He might undo the works of the
devil” (1 John 3:8). “And the great
dragon was cast out, the old serpent
being called devil, and, Satan; he deceiv-
ing the whole habitable world was cast
out onto the earth, and his angels were
cast out with him. And I heard a great
voice saying in Heaven, Now has come
the salvation and power and the king-
dom of our God, and the authority of
His Christ, because the accuser of our
brothers is thrown down, the one accus-
ing them before our God day and night”
(Revelation 12:9-10).

When the Holy Spirit regenerates
someone, Heimmediately convinces
that person of the truth of Christ’s
second coming to judge all men
without exception. “Your people He
shall judge in righteousness, and Your
poor in justice. The mountains will lift
up peace to the people, and the little
hills through righteousness. He shall
Judge the poor of the people; and He
shall save the sons of the needy; and He
shall crush the oppressor”’ (Psalm 72:2-
4). “But when the Son of Man comes in
His glory, and all the holy angels with
Him, then He will sit on the throne of
His glory. And before Him shall be gath-
ered all the nations; and He will sepa-
rate them from one another, as the shep-
herd separates the sheep from the goats.
And indeed [He] will set the sheep off
His right, but the goats off [the] left
[hand]” (Matthew 25:31-33). “And He
commanded us to proclaim to the people
and to witness solemnly that it is He
who has been marked out by God [to be]
Judge of [the] living and [the] dead”
(Acts 10:42). “because He set a day in
which He is going to judge the habitable
world in righteousness, by a Man whom
He appointed; having given proof to all
[by] raising Him from [the] dead” (Acts
17:31). ““in a day when God judges the
hidden things of men, according to my
gospel, through Jesus Christ” (Romans
2:16). “For all shall stand before the
Judgment seat of Christ” (Romans 14:
10b). “For we all must appear before
the judgment seat of Christ, so that each
one may receive the things [done]
through the body, according to what he
did, whether good or bad” (2 Corinthi-
ans 5:10). “Then I solemnly witness be-
fore God and the Lord Jesus Christ, He
being about to judge [the] living and
dead [at] His appearance and His king-

dom” (2 Timothy 4:1). “For the rest,
the crown of righteousness is laid up for
me, which the Lord, the righteous
Judge, will give to me in that Day, and
not only to me, but also to all the [ones]
loving His appearance” (2 Timothy
4:8). “And I saw an angel coming
down out of Heaven, having the key of
the abyss, and a great chain on his
hand. And he laid hold of the dragon,
the old serpent who is the Devil, and
Satan, and bound him a thousand
years, and threw him into the abyss,
and shut him up, and sealed over him,
that he should not still lead astray the
nations, until the thousand years are
fulfilled. ... And the Devil leading them
astray was thrown into the Lake of Fire
and Brimstone, where the beast and the
false prophet [were]. And they were tor-
mented day and night to the ages of the
ages. And I saw a Great White Throne,
and the [One] sitting on it, from whose
face the earth and the heaven fled; and
a place was not found for them. And I
saw the dead, the small and the great,
standing before God. And books were
opened. And another Book was opened,
[which is] the [Book] of Life. And the
dead were judged out of the things writ-
ten in the books, according to their
works. And the sea gave up the dead in
it. And death and hell gave up the dead
in them. And they were each judged
according to their works. And death and
hell were thrown into the Lake of Fire.
This is the second death. And if anyone
was not found having been written in
the Book of Life, he was thrown into the
La)ke of Fire”” (Revelation 20:1-3a,10-
15).

As we can see clearly from God’s
Word, the first work of the Holy
Spirit is regeneration. As soon as
the Holy Spirit indwells, He regen-
erates. All other works of the Holy
Spirit are the fruit of that regenera-
tion and indwelling, including sanc-
tification; causing repentance; caus-
ing belief of and confession of the
true gospel while preventing belief
of and confession of a false gospel;
speaking of and glorifying Christ;

iving access to the father; giving
ove, joy, peace, and hope; guaran-
teeing heaven; giving assurance of
salvation; causing obedience; and
joining people to the true church.
This is true Holy Spirit conviction.
Compare what the Word of God
says about Holy Spirit conviction to
the false Holy Spirit conviction in
the review of William S. Plumer’s
Vital Godliness in this issue as well
as the article “Pernicious Puritan
Preparationism” in the last issue,

and you will see that true Holy Spir-
it conviction and pre-regeneration
Holy Spirit conviction have nothing
in common. One is true and the
other is alie. One is of God and the
otheris a figment of man’s imagina-
tion.

Some questions inevitably arise
when this topic is discussed; below
are three of the most common ones.

Q. Ifitis not by the work of the
Holy Spirit, then how does one of
God’sunregenerate elect come to be
interested in spiritual things and to
come into contact with the true
gospel and be saved?

A. God providentially orders all
events so His unregenerate elect
will come into contact with the true
gospel. This includes ordering all
eventsin the unregenerate elect per-
son’s entire life, from conception
onward, to bring him to a place of
coming into contact with the gos-
pel. All of the elect person’s experi-
ences prior toregeneration are prov-
identially ordered by God for His
glory. Itis not the Holy Spirit who
causes these things to happen; it is
God in His providence who causes
these things to happen. The Holy
Spirit has specific roles that are
spelled out in Scripture (see the
Scripture references above). It is
important to note that, although
providentially ordered by God, ev-
erything that an unregenerate elect
person thinks, says, and does prior
toregeneration is an abomination to
God, dead works, and fruit unto
death. His distress over his state or
his sin, his interest in religion, and
even his desire to find the truth that
leads him to come into contact with
the true gospel are all wicked.

Q. Most of us know of instances
where an unregenerate person has
been distressed over his state or his
sin and has been interested in find-
ing a remedy, including becoming
more religious. If this is not Holy
Spirit conviction, then what is it?

A. This is natural conscience con-
viction. Romans 2:14-15 says this:
“For when nations not having Law do
by nature the things of the Law, they
not having Law are a law to themselves,
who show the work of the Law written
in their hearts, their conscience witness-
ing with [them], and the thoughts be-
tween one another accusing or even excus-
ing.” A man in his natural state can
have some awareness of his own
sinfulness and can even be deeply
affected by it. But as long as he re-
mains unregenerate, he is not under

(See Page 8: Holy Spirit)
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Book Review ...

Vital Godliness: A Treatise on Experimental and Practical Piety by William S. Plumer

In keeping with their fondness for
lists and steps, many Puritans came
up with stages that unregenerate
people go through in their journey
to regeneration. Different writers
came up with different names for
stages, and some writers broke stag-
es down into smaller parts, but all
were essentially the same. All of
them believed that these stages were
necessary prior to regeneration, and
all of them believed that the unbe-
liever could stop at a certain stage
and never go forward again if he
resisted the grace given to him, thus
ensuring everlasting damnation.
One of the most meticulous lists
was presented by William Plumer
in his popular book Vital Godliness:
A Treatise on Experimental and Practi-
cal Piety. Although he lived after
what is commonly considered the
time of the Puritans, Plumer is con-
sidered to be of the Puritan ilk. The
A Puritan’s Mind web site says of this
book, “This book belongs in the
realm of the Puritans.” Iain Mur-
ray of the Banner of Truth, the larg-
est publisher of Puritan books, says
this on the Banner of Truth web site:
“Of all the Reformed writers in the
19th century, none was more doc-
trinally sound, experientially
searching and practically realistic
than William S. Plumer (1802-
1880).”

Plumer devoted five of the book’s
twenty-five chapters to pre-conver-
sion experience. This review will
go over quotes from each pre-regen-
eration stage in Plumer’s scheme.
This will be a different kind of re-
view, as the reviewer’s comments
will be among the quotes, italicized
and in brackets, all in the form of
questions. Please note that all these
quotes are about unregenerate people.

“Early religious impressions —
AWAKENING. The work of God
for the recovery of the soul of man
begins in what is fitly spoken of, as
an awakening. [Where would this pre-
regeneration awakening be ‘fitly spoken
of’ in Scripture?] ... The peculiar fit-
ness of this mode of speaking arises
from the fact that the stupor of a
sinful state is aptly compared to
sleep. [Some unregenerate people are
not in “the stupor of a sinful state”?]
That sleep is guilty. It is also pro-
found. It is like the sleep of death,
from which none awake but by the
power of God. Indulged a little lon-
ger, it will prove fatal. There is a

time when every subject of divine
grace is awaked from spiritual leth-
argy. [Some unregenerate people are not
spiritually asleep? They are “awaked”
but do not believe?]

“He greatly marvels, and well he
may, that his mind could so long be
utterly dead to the things of salva-
tion. [Some unregenerate people are not
“utterly dead to the things of salva-
tion”?] Although he may not yet be
the subject of a saving change, yet
the frame of his soul is very differ-
ent from what it was. [Is this “differ-
ent frame” something with which God is
pleased?] Never before was he in
such a state, for he has now fairly
entered upon a course of PIOUS
REFLECTION. The power of re-
flection is that which chiefly distin-
ﬁuishes a man from a brute; and the

abit of reflection, more than any-
thing else, distinguishes a wise man
from a fool. [Now this unregenerate
man is no longer a fool but is a wise
man?] ... Yet where God has begun
a work of grace in the soul, the
mind will not fall into continued
thoughtlessness. [Even though “God
has begun a work of grace in the soul,”
this work can be stopped by the sinner?]
God will employ suitable means to
keep the attention awake.”

“The conduct of the worldly pro-
fane is often held before the mind as
a mirror, in which one sees re-
flected the wickedness of his own
life. ... So that in the midst of com-
pany and lawful employments one
often finds his thoughts eagerly
turned to everlasting things. This is
proof that God has not abandoned
him to the power of all evil. [It is?
So the unregenerate man’s “thoughts
eagerly turned to everlasting things” is
not an abomination to God?] ... He
will look at the past, think of the life
he hasled, recount God’s mercies to
him [mercy to the unregenerate?], re-
view many parts of his conduct with

ain, and say — ‘If I had my life to
ive over again, I would not do as I
have done. I am an unhappy man.
My state is sinful. Possibly I may be
near to a miserable death or an un-
done eternity. I cannot justify my
present course of life. I am not fit
to die. I am not holy. Sin is deeply
rooted in my nature. Without a
great change of character, I shall
never be what I ought.’” Looking at
the future, he remembers that he
must live forever, that before long
death will summon him into the

presence of his Maker, and that
without a change in character and
prospects, he must pass from the
solemnities of his solitary interview
with God to the retributions of an
unblessed eternity.”” [The Holy Spirit
causes the self-righteous legalistic think-
ing that a change of character is what is
needed?]

“It will be well for him if Satan
does not prevail on him at first quite
to restrain prayer. A young man
under serious impressions once re-
tired to his room, locked his door,
closed the shutters, and was about
to pray, when he thought someone
might see him through the keyhole.
He went to cover that, when a band
of music began to play outside his
window. His attention was drawn
off. He offered no prayer then. His
seriousness left him. Let men be
warned by such a case. Men must
call upon God or perish. ‘Let sin-
ners learn to pray.” He who is effec-
tually diverted from prayer, is hope-
lessly involved in guilt. ... Hence
the necessity of fervent prayer.”
[Satan or man can thwart the “serious
impressions” of the Holy Spirit so the
man on whom the Holy Spirit worked
will perish everlastingly? And what does
God say about the prayer of the wicked
in Proverbs 15:8,26; 28:97]

“A kindly influence in his heart
will urge him to flee from the wrath
to come. He will feel that he can-
not turn back. Nor can he stand
still.” [Is this unregenerate man no
longer at enmity with God, no longer a
God-hater?]

“Early religious impressions —IIN-
QUIRY. ... The truly anxious soul
will cry to God for divine guidance:
“Teach me your statutes; lead me in
a plain path; let me not err from
your ways; my Father, be my
guide.” [This is from an unregenerate
sinner? Is this “cry to God” something
that is pleasing to God or an abomina-
tion to God?] He will also search the
Scriptures with a sincere desire to
know their teachings. [What about
Romans 3:117] ... The chief ingredi-
ent of this inquiry, when it is likely
to result in saving good, is its SIN-
CERITY. ... There is no substitute for
genuine sincerity. The lack of it spoils
everything.” [As long as this person is
“sincere,” the inquiry ““is likely to result
in saving good”? Sincerity is a prereq-
uisite to regeneration, and the lack of
sincerity “spoils everything”? All that
initial “awakening” by the Holy Spirit
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has gone for naught?]

“True, hearty inquiry is soon fol-
lowed by GOOD RESOLUTIONS.
... The usefulness of forming resolu-
tions depends very much on the
state of heart accompanying them.
When made in a spirit of self-righ-
teousness, or under a vain persua-
sion that we may thus commend
ourselves to God, they are of no use.
[Some unregenerate people can make
good resolutions that are not in a spirit
of self-righteousness? Are they pleasing
to God?]

“But a soul, in its first drawings
towards divine things, finds it easier
to resolve than to execute. Its resolu-
tions seem in great measure to fail.
One washes himselfin snow-water,
but God plunges him in the ditch,
and his own clothes abhor him. He
finds that an external remedy will not
cure an internal disease! Under the
pointed preaching of the truth, his
sins appear fearfully numerous and
heinous. He loses the boasting spir-
it of self-exaltation which he once
had.” [The Holy Spirit causes him to
try to execute these “good resolutions”?
This unregenerate person has now lost
“the boasting spirit of self-exaltation he
once had,” exchanging his total deprav-
ity for partial depravity? And prior to
this stage, he was a Holy-Spirit enlight-
ened self-righteous boaster?]

“By night, on his bed, he is rest-
less and uncomfortable. His sleep is
neither sound nor refreshing. Some-
times he is afraid to go to sleep, lest
he should not awake in this world.
He is troubled in visions of the
night. And when he awakes, his
heart is still heavy. The subjects of
sin and salvation still press upon
him and hold his attention. At night
he wishes it were morning, and in
the morning he wishes it were
night. ... Day and night God’s hand
is heavy upon him. He forgets to
take bread. His appetite fails him.
His sleep is short and disturbed.
God holds his eyes awake. At mid-
nighthe is sometimes heard sighing,
or found weeping.” [Crying, depres-
sion, lack of sleep or appetite is a mark
of Holy Spirit conviction? Is this based
on the Bible or on mystical, experiential,
psychological nonsense?|

“If any asks what will be the re-
sult of all these thoughts and exer-
cises, the answer is that they will
either lead to peace with God — or to
deeper guilt than ever before rested
on the soul. These thoughts will
either lead the soul to Christ — or
they will leave it oppressed with

unutterable criminality. He who
thus feels will soon be a child of
God - or twofold more the child of
evil than ever. He will soon have a
broken heart — or a heart fearfully
hardened. ... Such influences as he
is now under cannot be felt — and
the soul remain unaffected. They
will produce vast good — or exceed-
ing evil. Nor can anything but great
wickedness prevent a sound and
speedy conversion to God.” [This
person who has lost the self-righteous
spirit of boasting and self-exaltation
and who has experienced awakening,
pious reflection, fervent prayer, sincere
inquiry, good resolutions, and convic-
tion of sin — all of which are gracious,
kindly influences of the Holy Spirit —
could in the end just be a reprobate who
resists God’s grace? And since only
“sreat wickedness” will “prevent a
sound and speedy conversion to God,”
then those who end up being converted
did not have “great wickedness” at this
stage?]

“It is true of many, that when
they can secure a title to God’s fa-
vor, they will not; and when they
wish to do it, they cannot, because
they have misspent all their days of
grace.” [God has favor and grace on
those who will end up in hell? What is
this but ineffectual, resistible grace in
which salvation is conditioned on the
sinner?]

“FURTHER STRIVINGS OF
THE SPIRIT. Some account has
been given, of a soul beginning to
shake off its guilty slumbers [Lessen-
ing of total depravity?], and to turn its
thoughts to the unspeakable con-
cerns of sin and duty, immortality
and glory, salvation and perdition.
One who has had the exercises of
mind thus described is certainly
under the teachings of the Holy
Spirit. [“Certainly”? According to
whom?] Yet he may have many such
thoughts and emotions without
knowing their origin or Author. In
giving this history of the mind’s
operations and discoveries, it is
proper to state that before this, a
suspicion, if not a conviction, that
God’s Spirit is now at work in the
heart, takes possession of the mind.
Nor is this without foundation. The
fact is, that none but the Holy Spirit
could have brought about this great
change of views and purposes. [Re-
ally? This “great change” that includes
self-reflection, prayer to an unknown
god, resolutions to do better, feeling bad
Jfor sin, all without regeneration or belief
of the gospel, could only have been

brought about by the Holy Spirit? Self-
righteousness can only be brought about
by the Holy Spirit? Does this “‘great
change of views and purposes” mean
that he is no longer a totally depraved,
self-righteous God-hater who cannot
know the truth because it is foolishness
to him? And after this “great change”
of a person who ““is certainly under the
teachings of the Holy Spirit,” this
changed person could still resist the
Holy Spirit and go to hell?]

“Thus hope and fear alternate.
[The Holy Spirit is a spirit of fear?] He
is restless and unhappy. He deeply
regrets that he did not long since
become a Christian, when his heart
was less depraved and his will less
stubborn. [When is an unregenerate
sinner’s heart “less depraved”?] It cuts
him to the heart to remember that
all this sorrow over time misspent
and opportunities lost, is unavail-
ing. He fears lest his present call
should pass away unimproved. [And
who would it be who “improves” the
“present call”? Where is irresistible
grace?] Nor are his apprehensions
wholly without foundation, for not-
withstanding all his efforts — his
sins hang over him in all their guilt,
number, and aggravations. ... He
has no heart for the mirth of the
wicked, for he sees something of the
evil of sin. [What does he truly see of
sin’s evil? Is his refraining from the
wicked’s mirth pleasing to God?] ... Go
where he may, he feels wretched
and self-condemned. He wonders
that God has not long since de-
stroyed him. He marvels that he
does not now cut him down. [4/] of
this without believing the remedy? Is
this humility or pride?] Yet he hopes
that this drawing of the Spirit is a
token for good. [What kind of spirit is
it whose drawing is not for good?] He
knows that his case is hopeless only
when God totally and finally aban-
dons him to the power of his sins,
and to the guilt og his iniquities. [So
this is a “middle stage” in which he is
not totally abandoned to sin and guilt,
yet he is at a point where he could go
backward or forward?] Thus every
motion of the Spirit in his heart is
an argument against despair.”
[What would this “motion of the Spirit
in his heart” feel like? And how would
he discern it from a false spirit? Why
would it be “an argument against de-
spair” if the working of the Holy Spirit
can ultimately fail?]

“One thing is now apparent: it is
that God’s word is no longer a dead

(See Page 8: Review)



Page 8

Outside the Camp

May 2009

Holy Spirit

(Continued From Page 5)

Holy Spirit conviction. Again, ev-
erything he thinks, says, and does is
an abomination to God, dead
works, and fruit unto death. And
all of it is providentially ordered by
God.

Q. How do we know who is un-
der true Holy Spirit conviction and
who is under false Holy Spirit con-
viction?

A. Itis very simple. All who be-
lieve the gospel are under true Holy
Spirit conviction, and all who do
not believe the gospel are not under
true Holy Spirit conviction. So
when you see someone who is “un-
der Holy Spirit conviction” accord-
ing to himself or others, the ques-
tion to ask is this: Does he believe
the true gospel? Of course, if you do
not believe the true gospel yourself,
you will not be able to judge wheth-
er or not this person believes the
true gospel. So you must believe the
true gospel first. Please contact us if
you would like to know more. (O

Review

(Continued From Page 7)

letter. It has power and pungency.
There is a disposition to apply the
truth.” [How can someone who has not
been made alive by the Holy Spirit be
“free from the Law, having died to that
in which they were held, so as for them
to serve in newness of spirit and not in
oldness of letter” (Romans 7:6)? How
could that one be “a Jew that is one
inwardly, and circumcision is of heart,
in spirit, not in letter” (Romans 2:29)?
How could it be said of this unregenerate
person that he is “not of letter, but of
Spirit. For the letter kills, but the Spirit
makes alive” (2 Corinthians 3:6)?]
“The author of these new views
and emotions is the Spirit of God.
[The author of these wicked views and
emotions is the Holy Spirit?] These are
the strivings of Him who was prom-
ised to convince the world of sin, of
r‘ighteousness, and of judgment.
[Has this person who is under the “striv-
ings” of the Holy Spirit been truly con-
vinced of sin, of righteousness, and of
Judgment? Has he repented and believed
the gospel?] ... Though no terrors
will change the heart, yet they may

be useful in driving the soul out of
itself and away from its false ref-
uges. [Yet this false spirit keeps the
person in false refuges for a period of
time and might even abandon him in his
false refuge?] He who is thus exer-
cised ought to know that the king-
dom of God has come near unto
him; that now is his time to turn
and live, while the Spirit strives.
Should he withdraw, all is lost.
Without his influences, we can no
more move heavenward than we
can sail a ship without wind. ...
One of the greatest points of danger
is found in the fact that a man may
grieve away the Spirit without any
ixed purpose of bringing his soul
into such guilt. Obstinate resis-
tance, continued unbelief, and re-
fusal to obey the call when given —
are often all that is necessary to
quench the heavenly fire within us,
and consign us to the coldness of
death. Hardly anything is more
offensive to God than an all-
absorbing engagedness in worldly
pursuits. [How about the wicked self-
righteousness of the “seeker”?] This
often causes the Spirit of God to
forsake a man and leave him to the
power of evil. ‘If any man loves the
world, the love of the Father is not
in him.’ [Does not every unregenerate
person love the world? When is the love
of the Father ever in an unregenerate
person? Is hating the world a condition
of having the Holy Spirit continue with
the unregenerate person and a prere-
quisite to regeneration?] ... Many
whose morals were blameless, who
fully intended to lead a pious life but
never did, who shed many tears and
bore many terrors, have at last ut-
tered the cry, ‘The harvest is past,
the summer is ended, and I am not
saved!” He who called them sud-
denly forsook them. Wicked men
are often surprised at finding them-
selves deserted by their serious
thoughts, and unmoved by any ten-
der impressions. Against an issue so
fatal there is no protection until one
casts himself at the feet of Jesus.
The longer this is deferred, the
worse will be the sinner’s state and
the more imminent his peril. Al-
ready sin, like a gangrene, has
spread its roots into every vital part.
. Thousands have succeeded in
stifling convictions and shaking off
impressions, which proved to be the
last effects of the Spirit’s strivings.
There is no more fearful state than
that of a soul meditating the rejec-
tion, for what proves to be the last
time — of the blessed Spirit of God.

As God has no other Son to give for
our salvation if we reject the Lord
Jesus — so he has no other Spirit to
send into our hearts and call us to
repentance if we reject the Holy
Spirit.” [Where is irresistible grace?
Where is the power of the Holy Spirit?
What kind of god is Plumer talking
about?| 4 thoush "

“Every good thought, every right
affection, and every holy desire
come from the Spirit alone.” [What
thoughts of the wicked are good? What
affections of the wicked are right? What
desires of the wicked are holy? Where is
the truth of Psalm 14:2-3; Proverbs
12:10; 15:8,26; 28:9; Isaiah 45:20;
64:6; Jeremiah 13:23; 17:9; Matthew
7:18; Romans 1:21; 3:9-12; 7:5; 8:5-8;
10:2-3; 1 Corinthians 2:14; Ephesians
4:18; Hebrews 11:67]

“A young lad had been resisting
the calls of mercy. At last he opened
the door and admitted the heavenly
Stranger.” [Is this not unadulterated
salvation conditioned on the sinner?
How is this trash any different than
Arminianism?] O
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